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Eureka County is a Great Place to Live,
Work and Visit
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Eureka County has a estimated population of ~2000
with most living in Eureka and Diamond Valley with the
bulk of the remainder in Crescent Valley and Beowawe.

Eureka County is known for its historical “boom and
bust” associated with mining, but also heavily relies on
the ranching and farming sector for maintenance of its
long-term economic stability and vitality.

Southern Eureka County has remained fairly stable in
terms of adverse socioeconomic impacts.

Eureka County encompasses 2,676,718 acres (4,182
square miles) of land of which 81% (2,165,280 acres) is
administered by the federal government. Nearly all of
Eureka County’s economic future relies on activities
conducted on or in concert with public lands.

Over $40 M worth of agriculture commodity sales with
~40% tied to livestock industry and 60% tied to export
hay (Census of Agriculture) .



Volunteer Planning Commission with only
admin staff

No building department
No zoning
Natural Resources Advisory Commission

Natural Resources Department and Manager



Land Use and Ownership

Eureka County, Nevada - Land Use Map

U.S. Highway 50

State Route 278

1-80

Private Land
- U.S. Forest Service

Bureau of Land Management




Mining in Eureka County

20 major gold operations
(11 not on the Carlin
trend with production
>100,000 oz in 2007)

Major Mines,
Qil Fields, and
Geothermal Plants
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Industrial Minerals
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Grazing in Eureka County

Every AUM lost equates to a loss of
~$108/yr.
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Agriculture in Eureka County

$20 M - S30M per year tied to export hay industry



Eureka County: No Stranger to Water
Issues

e Efforts to tie growth to
available water
resources is difficult
throughout Eureka
County

5 * Sustainable use of
Discussing Woter Rights, A Western Pastime water

— Economically,
environmentally and
socially
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Diamond Valley

* Largest groundwater
agriculture center in Nevada

e Severely over-appropriated
— 135,000 AF committed
— 70,000 AF pumped
— 30,000 AF perennial yield

* Groundwater Management
Plan in effect
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Diamond Valley Groundwater Level
Decline

EXPLANATION

Basin-fill deposits (Quaternary and
Tertiary)—Linsorted to pooriy soned clay, silt,
sand. gravel and boulders of alluvial fans: and
aliemating beds of fine-grained deposits ¢clay or
silty and coarse.grained deposits (sand or gravel)  —
of bazin lowlands

Voleanic rocks (Tertiary)—Lava flows and shallow
intnusives of thyolitic, dacitic. andesitic, and
basaltic composition overlain by ash-Flow and
air-fall ffs

Tgneous intrusive rocks (Tertiary to Jurassic)—
Granitic rocks and mafic dikes associated with the
northern Nevada rift. Dikes have intmuded
silicic lastic sedimentary rocks and carbonate rocks
and are cxposed in Roberts Moutains and are
helicrad in have intruded carbonaic rocks of
nonthern Fish Creek Range at shallow depihs
(Zoback and others, 199, p. 375)

Silieiclastic sedinientary rocks (Devonian to
«Cambrian, Mississipplan, Pernaan, and
Cretucesus)—Shale, sillslone, sandstone,
conglomerate, chert, and subordinate Imestone

amond |
valley !

Carbonate rocks (Ievonlan to Cambrian and
Fennsylvanian)}—Limestone, dolomite 1nd
subordinate shake and sandstone

mond Mountain

----— Warer-level contour—Shows alinde of shallow
ground-water surface, Dashed where uncerain.
Contour inicrval, in Fecl, Dabam is sca level
Direction af ground-water flow inferred from
water-level conton rs

)
Diamond .
Valley_
1

3/19/2009
From: Tumbusch and Plume, 2006
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Water Rights in Diamond Valley
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Eureka County Planning Efforts

Struggling with efforts to meet current needs and
prepare for future growth related to the current and
proposed mining
Aggressively updating infrastructure

— Reliable long-term water supply

— Update of sewer and water

— Roads

Housing shortage

— Eureka Canyon Subdivision

Federal and State Agency Coordination

— Consistency with local plans and policies

Addressing land use on previously irrigated farmland
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